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Whigs and the Tories came to be known as Liberals and Conserva-
tives, respectively. Under the leadership of Peel and Disraeli, the
programme of the Conservatives became more and more liberalised.
Peel introduced the principle of Free Trade; Disraeli induced his party
to pass the Second Reform Act and to advocate legislation for the
benefit of the working classes. The programme of the Liberals -was
primarily concerned with domestic reforms, and later on with the Irish
question. The Liberals were not as enterprising and adventurous as
their rivals in matters of foreign and colonial policy. The rivalry of
the two parties reached its zenith in the time of Disraeli and Glad-
stone.

The Labour Party. Late in the 19th century a great change
came over English domestic politics. The working classes became
conscious of their grievances as well as of their powers, and began to
organize themselves. The Labour Party was slowly coming into be-
ing. It was now a potent factor in English politics. The Labour
Cabinet of Mr. Attlee then ruled over the destinies of England and
her empire. The first Labour Cabinet was formed by the late Mr.
Ramsay Macdonald.

Q. Explain and illustrate, by means of concrete examples,
the Policy of the Liberal and Conservative Parties respectively,
in Great Britain, during- the nineteenth century.

Ans,    (Already partly discussed in a previous Chapter).

The policy of the Liberal Party. After fifty years' opposition the
Whigs returned to power in 1830 and maintained their position till
1841, In the first enthusiasm they passed a series of noble legislative
measures. They reformed Parliament (1832) and the Municipal Cor-
porations (1835), improved the Poor Law (1834), and abolished sla-
very (1833).

The repeal of the Corn Laws had not merely broken up the Con-
servative Party but threw the whole party system into utter confusion.
The question of free trade and protection divided the Whigs also, for
Russell had not been able to convert the whole Whig party to free
trade. During the period from 1846 to 1867 both the parties had to
undergo a process of evolution along new lines.

Broadly speaking, it may be said that in 1846 there were three
parties in England--the Whigs, the Peelites or the Free Trade Con-
servatives and the Protectionists. The Peelites refused to coalesce
either with the Whigs or with the Conservatives. The period from
1846 to 1859 was one of weak Cabinets.

Derby's Ministry foundered on the rock of the Reform Bill in
1859 and Palmerston again came to power. This time the Peelites
threw in their lot with the Whigs.

The Reform Act of 1867 had enfranchised the skilled labourers
who sided with the Liberal Party. This gave immense strength to the
Liberals, Moreover the death of Pataerstone removed the chief obs-
tacfe to reforms and enabled Gladstone to reorganise the Liberals on